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he declined the honour, and asked for a signed photo-
graph of the Queen in its place.

Far more important than the actual mission was the
fact that during this visit Mr. Chamberlain became
engaged to Miss Mary Endicott, daughter of the
Secretary for War in Mr. Cleveland's Cabinet, whom
he subsequently married as his third wife, and
who was destined to survive him. As soon as she
was presented to her, Queen Victoria noted:
"Mrs. Chamberlain is very pretty and young-
looking, and is very ladylike with a nice frank open
manner/5 The engagement had to be kept secret for
some months, for the Presidential election was about
to take place, and had it become known that the
daughter of one of Mr. Cleveland's ministers was about
to marry the arch-enemy of Home Rule, the Irish vote
would have been lost to the Democrats in advance. As
it happened, there was no real need for the post-
ponement of the marriage, since the President was
beaten by Mr. Benjamin Harrison, the Republican
candidate.

Mr. Chamberlain's marriage seemed to contem-
poraries to change his whole outlook. It gave him
back his old optimism, and there was a freshness about
him which they had not observed for many a long day.
In addition, he had liked the New World, both the
United States and Canada, and found it stimulating,
and it liked him. He took the opportunity of getting
to know the Dominion and its problems, and of
meeting its leading men. When he spoke in Toronto
there was a lyrical note in his speech which had been
absent from his previous utterances. One example
will suffice. Speaking of the Anglo-Saxon race he
said: